
There were “a few 
astounding souls” who 
refused to stand by as 
their neighbors were 

being hauled away to the 
killing sites. They were 

willing to see, to judge, to 
decide. Not only did they 
not avert their eyes, they 

set out to rescue." 
 

 



"To save one 

life is as if you 

have saved the 

world."  

 

the Talmud  
 



"We who lived in 

concentration camps can 
remember the men who 

walked through the huts 
comforting others, giving 

away their last piece of 

bread. They may have 
been few in number, but 

they offer sufficient proof 
that everything can be 

taken from a man but one 

thing: the last of human 
freedoms ….to choose 

one's own way."  
-Victor Frankl 

http://quoteland.com/quotes/author/167.html


about Hitler’s twelve year reign: 
It was a reign which, nearly half 

a century later, still challenges 

our understanding. Evil was 

rewarded and good acts were 

punished. Bullies were 

aggrandized and the meek 

trampled. In this mad world, 

most people lost their bearings. 

Fear disoriented them, and self-

protection blinded them. A few, 

however, did not lose their way. 

A few took their direction from 

their own moral compass. 

 
Dr. Eva Fogelman, Conscience and Courage 



There are 350,000 

survivors of the 

Holocaust alive today... 

There are 350,000 

experts who just want to 

be useful with the 

remainder of their lives. 

Please listen to the 

words and the echoes 

and the ghosts. And 

please teach this in your 

schools. 

--Steven Spielberg 



 

“The only 
response to 
absolute evil 
is fraternity.”   
 
Andre Malraux 
 



 

 

THEY CAME FIRST for the Communists, 

and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 

Communist. 

THEN THEY CAME for the Jews, 

and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 

Jew. 

THEN THEY CAME for the trade 

unionists, 

and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 

trade unionist. 

THEN THEY CAME for the Catholics, 

and I didn’t speak up because I was a 

Protestant. 

THEN THEY CAME for me, 

and by that time no one was left to speak 

up. 

Martin Niemöller 1892-1984 



“Someone has to 

stand up, somebody 

has to dare to be a 

Daniel and walk into 

the den and say, 

‘This evil cannot 

continue.’” 

 
Reflections of Dr. Leon Bass--an African American 
liberator of Buchenwald who served in a segregated 
unit during World War II. 



And that is why I swore 

never to be silent when 

and wherever human 

beings endure suffering 

and humiliation. We must 

always take sides. 

Neutrality helps the 

oppressor, never the 

victim. Silence encourages 

the tormentor, never the 

tormented. 
 

Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize 

acceptance speech, 1986 



The story was the prosecution of the 

war, the pursuit of an Allied victory, 

unconditional surrender. Like most 

other Americans, journalists 

covering the war had no other 

objective. Their editors wanted 

stories about the home front and the 

war front. Neither the editors, nor 

the reporters, were geared to do 

stories -- quite fantastic stories, it 

seemed -- about millions of Jews 

being gassed and burned to death as 

part of a systematic German 

campaign to exterminate a people. 
 

Marvin Kalb, journalist, on the non-reporting of 

Holocaust crimes 
 



“I decided to devote 

my life to telling the 

story because I felt 

that having survived I 

owe something to the 

dead…. and anyone 

who does not 

remember betrays 

them again.”  Elie Wiesel 

 



“It makes 

worries like 

what you wear 

today seem 

stupid.”  
Rebecca Neel,  U.S. schoolgirl. As quoted in the 

New York Times Magazine, 1995.   The eighth-

grader said this after visiting the Holocaust 

Museum in Washington, DC.  
 

 

 



How do you describe the sorting out on 
arriving at Auschwitz, the separation of 
children who see a father or mother 
going away, never to be seen again? 
How do you express the dumb grief of a 
little girl and the endless lines of women, 
children and rabbis being driven across 
the Polish or Ukrainian landscapes to 
their deaths? No, I can’t do it. And 
because I’m a writer and teacher, I don’t 
understand how Europe’s most cultured 
nation could have done that. For these 
men who killed with submachine-guns in 
the Ukraine were university graduates. 
Afterwards they would go home and 
read a poem by Heine. So what 
happened? 
 
-Elie Wiesel 
 

 

 



Indifference, 
to me, is the 
epitome of 
evil.  Elie Wiesel



The opposite of love is not 
hate, it’s indifference. The 
opposite of art is not 
ugliness, it’s indifference. 
The opposite of faith is not 
heresy, it’s indifference. And 
the opposite of life is not 
death, it’s indifference. 
 
Elie Wiesel 

 
 

"It's obviously 

terrible for anyone 



to perish …It just 

seems more painful 

and more unfair 

when children die. 

When children die, 

everyone around 

them seems to die a 

little as well." 
Michael Bloomberg 

 
Tolerance 

Tolerance doesn't mean seeing someone harming 

himself and saying, "Live and let live." That's 

indifference. Apathy. If you see someone going 



the wrong way and you care about him, you'll do 

everything you can to set him straight. 

 

Tolerance means that although you see his faults 

in all their ugliness naked before you, that 

doesn’t decrease by one iota your respect for 

him as a fellow human being, and for all the good 

he has within him. 

 

And if you say, "How can I be expected to lead a 

life of paradox, to both respect and rebuke at 

once?" 

 

Let me ask you, do you have any faults? And do 

you not respect yourself nonetheless? 

 

If you can live a life of paradox for yourself, you 

can give at least that privilege to the other guy. 

In life, obviously, such people baffle and terrify me 

and, with one part of my mind at least, I hate them 

and would be willing to kill them. Yet with another 

part of my mind, I am aware that no man is a villain 



in his own eyes. Something in man knows—must 

know—that what he is doing is evil; but in order to 

accept the knowledge the man would have to 

change. What is ghastly and really almost hopeless 

in our racial situation now is that crimes we have 

committed are so great and so unspeakable that the 

acceptance of this knowledge would lead, literally 

to madness. The human being, then, in order to 

protect himself, closes his eyes, compulsively 

repeats his crimes, and enters a spiritual darkness 

which no one can describe. 

But if it is true, and I believe it is, that all men are 

brothers, then we have the duty to try to understand 

this wretched man; and while we probably cannot 

hope to liberate him, begin working towards the 

liberation of his children. 

James Baldwin believed that hope lies in our ability 

to liberate our children from our hate and the hate 

of our ancestors. 

 


